
 

 

 

Dear Parent of BCHS 2018 Graduate: 

 

Congratulations as your child approaches this important milestone!  We want commencement to be a 

celebration of your child’s achievement, and we have been working to insure that all runs smoothly.  As 

we want this to be a memorable time for you and your family, we ask that you urge your families and 

other guests to help maintain the dignity of this occasion by observing the following rules of decorum, 

which we shared with the seniors today.  Please make all guests aware of these requests in order that 

graduation be the special occasion our students deserve. 

 

1. Pictures may only be taken from your seat.  Please avoid flash photography, as it is a 

distraction to the ceremony.  No one will be allowed to access the floor or approach the 

stage during the ceremony.  During graduation practice, each graduate will have his or 

her portrait taken receiving a diploma. A group portrait will also be made. 

2. Urge your guests to be seated before the ceremony no later than 7:20 and to remain in 

their seats during graduation.  We will not begin the graduation procession until the lobby 

is cleared and all guests are seated. Please, no saving of seats! Be sure your entire party 

arrives and takes their seats together. We also ask that guests respect the graduates by 

waiting until all graduates and faculty have left the gym before leaving.   

3. Encourage guests to refrain from any activities which will detract from the occasion (air 

horns, etc.) or disrupt the presentation of diplomas to individual students. Please be sure 

electronic devices are placed in silent mode or turned off. 

4. Let your guests know that there will be a fireworks display on the front lawn immediately 

following the ceremony, and that we would appreciate all guests exiting the building as 

soon as possible after the last graduate has left the gym.  We want everyone to enjoy the 

fireworks, and the school must be emptied so that we can set up for project graduation. 

5. Graduates will need to complete a form for any guests requiring reserved handicap 

seating and return it to Mrs. Michael no later than May 11th.  Forms are available in the 

front office. No email or phone requests will be taken. All completed forms must be in 

writing on the official form and turned into the front office or Mrs. Michael. Ushers will 

be prepared to show these guests to their designated seats. 

6. Guidelines for dress for graduates are listed on the back of this letter for your 

information. 

 

If you have questions about this information, or anything else relating to graduation  

activities, please contact Mrs. Michael at 859-319-6486.  Thanks for your support, and we look forward 

to celebrating with you on June 1st. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mark Wade, Principal  



 

 BCHS 

Guidelines for Dress for Graduation 

 
Dress and behavior at commencement are expected to conform to those standards which are appropriate for such an 

important milestone in your life.  Tennis shoes, athletic sandals/flip flops, sunglasses, messages on the tops of hats, 

alterations of the traditional cap and gown, chewing gum, etc., are unacceptable.  Inappropriate dress or 

behavior which is in violation of school policy will result in your being removed from the 

graduation line up.  In such an event, your diploma will be held until you and your parents 

come personally to discuss your behavior and pick up your diploma from Mr. Wade.  

 
 Cap and Gown—all graduates 

 

Your cap and gown should be pressed and prepared before graduation practice.  The class picture and your 

individual photo will be taken at this time. 

 Gowns should be taken from the bag and placed on a hanger as soon as you take them home to allow time 

for the wrinkles to fall out.  If necessary, you may want to press your gown with a cool iron. Hanging it 

near a shower is also helpful, as the steam from the shower will help loosen the wrinkles. 

 Caps should be worn so that the board is FLAT on the top of the head.  The elastic is worn in the back; the 

slightly rounded point goes in front.  If the hat is worn properly, you probably won’t need pins to hold it in 

place. 

 Wear the tassel on the RIGHT side of the cap.  It will not be moved until the tassel ceremony.

 

Ladies 

 

 Dark shoes will match the gown and look best.  You may wear dress shoes or dressy sandals with 

a small heel.  Absolutely no flip flops or other types of casual sandals. If you are uncertain, see 

Mrs. Michael well in advance!

 A dress that is shorter than your gown will look best.  Remember that although your gowns are 

black, they are very thin.  Prints may show through, therefore, solid colors work best.

 No sunglasses or chewing gum

 

Gentlemen 

 

 Wear dress slacks or khakis.  Jeans are not acceptable.

 Dark dress shoes are preferred.  No tennis shoes, flip flops, western or work boots, or sandals are 

allowed. Dress boots must be approved by Mrs. Michael in advance.

 Wear a light-colored or white dress shirt and a tie, or a collared shirt.  T-shirts or any other 

collarless shirts are unacceptable.

 No sunglasses or chewing gum

 

 

This is a special day for you and your classmates.  Don’t spoil the occasion for anyone by making poor 

decisions.  If you need assistance in getting proper attire for graduation or have questions about whether 

something is appropriate, ask Mrs. Michael or one of the senior team leaders.  

   


